
November 5, 2019 update 
 
Dear Harlem Hebrew community, 
 
We are writing with the second of what will be periodic updates about the 
KIPP colocation partnership, in which we would share our building for up to 
two years with KIPP:Beyond, a new middle school scheduled to open in the 
2020-21 school year.  Starting with this message,  we will be sharing these 
updates through a weblink, so that you can see all of the updates relating to 
this in one place (with the most recent update on the top). 
 
During the week of October 21st, we held three parent information sessions, 
which were attended by a total of about 20 parents.  Jon Rosenberg from 
Hebrew Public, and Joe Negron, one of the KIPP:Beyond co-founders, 
presented and answered questions.   
 
On October 23rd, at its monthly meeting, the Harlem Hebrew Board 
approved a resolution to negotiate a lease agreement with KIPP:Beyond, and 
to bring that agreement to the Board for its final approval.   
 
Based on the Board’s resolution, and the progress made to date in 
negotiations, it is extremely likely that KIPP:Beyond will be sharing our 
building next school year (2020-21), and likely the following year (2021-22).  In 
reliance on that likelihood, KIPP:Beyond has begun to list our location in its 
student recruitment materials. 
 
The KIPP, Hebrew Public, and Harlem Hebrew leadership teams will be 
working closely together to ensure that the finalized colocation plan 
addresses as fully as possible parent concerns about Harlem Hebrew sharing 
its building with the new school. 
 
In the meantime, we welcome your questions, concerns, and ideas (some of 
your questions or concerns may be addressed in the original October 17, 2019 
memo, which is included below).  Please feel free to email us at 
info@hebrewpublic.org, and we will respond within 2 business days. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jon and the Hebrew Public Team   
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October 17, 2019 
 
Dear Harlem Hebrew families, 
 
We’re writing to share some news about a potential colocation partnership 
for our School for the 2020-21 and 2021-22 school years, in which we would 
share our building for up to two years with a new school.  We are in 
discussions with the founders of the new school, KIPP: Beyond, which is 
scheduled to open in the 2020-21 school year.  Below, we provide information 
about this possible partnership.   
 
Also, because this letter may not answer all of your questions, please feel free 
to email us at info@hebrewpublic.org.  We will also be holding two 
information sessions, one on Monday, October 21st, at 3:45pm, and the other 
on Wednesday, October 23rd, at 8:00am..  Both sessions will be held in the 
cafeteria.  We anticipate that one of KIPP:Beyond’s founders will be able to 
attend both of these meetings. 
 
What is KIPP:Beyond? 
KIPP:Beyond is a public charter school (like Harlem Hebrew) that has been 
approved to open in Community School District 3 (the district in which we are 
located) in the 2020/21 school year.  Like our school, KIPP:Beyond seeks to 
attract a diverse population of students and families.  
 
What grades will KIPP:Beyond serve? 
KIPP:Beyond plans to open with three 6th grade classes in 2020/21, adding a 
7th grade in 2021/22 and an 8th grade in 2022/23.  KIPP:Beyond does not 
currently plan to expand beyond serving 6th through 8th graders. 
KIPP:Beyond would share our building with us for one or two years. 
 
Why are we considering sharing our building with KIPP:Beyond? 
KIPP:Beyond needs space for its first two years of operation.  And Harlem 
Hebrew’s building was expanded to accommodate as many as 783 students 
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in 27 classrooms.  This year, we have about 500 students.  We also have a 
VERY expensive rent. 
 
Why is our rent so high? 
Our school’s founders had always hoped that Harlem Hebrew would 
eventually serve students in grades K through 8 (and this year we added our 
first 7th grade!).  When the chance came to build an expansion several years 
ago, they seized the opportunity.  The construction of the new addition and 
the renovation of the old part of the building ended up costing about $20 
million.  A generous donor contributed $2 million toward the project, and that 
donor and another supporter also provided $4 million in very low interest 
loans.  But the School had to borrow the rest of the money from a bank, and 
is now servicing that debt along with the underlying building lease. 
 
To put this in context, during the 2016-17 school year, Harlem Hebrew’s rent 
was $1.3 million.  During 2017-18 school year, it was $2.2 million.  This year it is 
$2.9 million.  And next year it will rise to $3.5 million.  (It will not rise for several 
years after that, as our debt payments stabilize). 
 
During the current school year, our rent comes out to about $5,800 per 
student.  Assuming we have about 525 students next year, our rent will rise to 
about $6,667 per student.  That’s a LOT of money, and puts a great strain on 
the School’s budget, even as we will add 8th grade next year. 
 
How much would KIPP:Beyond pay in rent? 
During 2020-21, KIPP:Beyond would pay $500,000 in rent.  During 2021-22, 
they would pay $775,000.  That means that our rent per student would not 
rise over the next two years. 
 
What’s involved in colocation? 
Colocation is extremely common in New York City.  Approximately 60% of all 
public schools in the City share their buildings with other schools.  While the 
specifics of colocation vary by building, they usually involve each school 
getting its own classrooms, but sharing spaces such as a multipurpose room 
and cafeteria.  The heads of school and their staff work out the specific details 
and schedules for use of shared spaces. 
 
What details have we worked out so far? 



KIPP:Beyond’s founders, Joe Negron and Jeff Li, and staff from KIPP:NYC have 
been working with the Hebrew Public and Harlem Hebrew teams to get a 
headstart on the details of colocation.  Many of the specifics remain to be 
worked out, but here are some of the initial ideas: 
 

● KIPP:Beyond would use the south entrance (this is the old entrance). 
● KIPP:Beyond’s classrooms would probably be on the 5th floor in year 1 

of the colocation.  If they stayed for a second year, they would probably 
use two additional classrooms on the 4th floor. 

● Shared spaces would include the rooftop play area, the cafeteria, the 
ground floor multipurpose room, and the basement multipurpose 
room. 

 
How will this affect my children’s recess time? 
We know parents have raised concerns about our current schedule for recess 
and lunch, and Harlem Hebrew school leadership and Hebrew Public are 
brainstorming ways to improve this.  Ideas include changes to student 
schedules that create longer recess periods, as well as using more spaces 
nearby in the neighborhood (both indoor and outdoor).   
 
Most importantly, in any colocation, we would ensure that students receive at 
least as much time for recess as they currently do. 
 
Will KIPP:Beyond’s middle school compete with our middle school 
program? 
Children in District 3 and throughout the City have many school choices, 
including for middle school.  While both Harlem Hebrew and KIPP:Beyond 
are committed to racial and economic diversity, our school has a 
supplemental focus on Modern Hebrew, Israel Studies, and Harlem Studies. 
We believe that families should have options, and that many will choose 
Harlem Hebrew as their school of choice for their children’s middle school 
years. 
 
When will decisions be made about the possible colocation? 
The Harlem Hebrew Board will be reviewing the proposed terms of the 
colocation at its October 23rd meeting, and will likely vote on whether to 
approve the terms at that time.  If approved, a lease will be drafted and 
negotiated for Board approval.  As importantly, Hebrew Public and Harlem 



Hebrew’s teams will work with the KIPP:Beyond founding team during the 
remainder of this school year to ensure a smooth launch for next school year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jon and the Hebrew Public team 
 
 


