
The mommy and son newsletter 
reporter duo headed out to a local 
museum seeking family fun—The 
Sugar Hill Children’s Museum of 
Art & Story Telling. 

The museum opened this past 
summer and caters to pre-school 
and elementary school aged 
children. The artists assist children with art projects in the studio 
labs on Thursdays and Fridays from 10am-5pm and Saturdays 
and Sundays from 12-5pm. The Museum offers programs on 
weekends, including story times, music performances, and open 
studio with local artists. The museum's gallery walls are full of 
art, and child-size stations are set up all over so that children can 
sketch the work. 

On a cold winter day, 
this was a great place to 
spend time doing creative 
art projects. We started by 
watching a video installation, 
then headed to the studio 
lab, where small round tables 
with various art projects, 
like water colors, collage-
making, and lightplay, are set 
up. After working on several, 

we picked up magnifying glasses hanging on the gallery walls 
to explore the exhibits and sketch our favorites. We later spent  
some time at the reading corner enjoying books with art and 
Harlem themes. We were there until closing time—it was a lovely 
way to spend a day.

Admission is $7 for adults, $4 for children 9 and up, and free for 
children 8 and under. To get to the museum, (located at 898 St. 
Nicholas Avenue at 155th Street), take the C Train to 155th Street, 
which exits across the street. Please post pics and comments of 
your visit to the Harlem Hebrew Families Facebook Page. 
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Target Free Sundays at the Studio 
Museum ensure that this local arts 
and media museum is accessible to 
all. Museum admission is free on 
Sundays and offers kids and family 
programming that includes gallery 
tours, art projects, music and yoga. 
144 W. 125th St. (between Malcom X 
and Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Blvds.)

by Alexson Roy

Warm Winter Dish 
The Definitive Moroccan Fish in Red 
Sauce, called Chraime (hmyyrx)) in 
Israel, is a hearty, cold-weather dish 
that can be eaten hot when made, 
then cold the next day. Spice can be 
adjusted to taste. 

uptown fun for kids  

healthy harlem

Sugar Hill Children's Museum of Art & Storytelling 
March 12: Story Time Veggie Boogie 2-4pm 

March 19: Open Studio With David Strobe 1-4pm
March 26: Blast Off Into Storytelling 2-4pm 
March 27: Story Hour Flor Bromley 2-3pm

While a major portion of Harlem Hebrew's nearly three hundred 
students come from within District 3, where the school is located, 
more than a third commute from other districts and boroughs. 
There is no busing outside Manhattan, so these parents must 
coordinate travel to and from the school. We spoke to some of 
these families to learn about their reasons for choosing Harlem 
Hebrew, and how they cope with the extra challenges. 

Noa, a first-grader in Rehovot, comes 
from Jackson Heights, Queens. Aya, 
her mother, originally from Japan, says 
that choosing a dual-language English-
Hebrew school made sense, as Noa’s 
father is fluent in Hebrew. Initially, Aya 
commuted back and forth twice daily, 
but when she found a job in the city, it 
got easier. Noa reads her schoolbooks 
on the subway home, then completes 
assignments once there. 

"Aside from learning Hebrew, we love 
the philosophy of the school. Like 
no homework in kindergarten while other public schools have 
tons. Fairly progressive but still academically rigorous. Robin 
and teachers are great, the staff know Noa, and of course, all the 
students. We feel she is safe and won't get lost."
      

Yahlee, a first-grader in Ashkelon, 
comes from Bushwick, Brooklyn. 
Both of his parents are from Israel, 
and maintaining his Hebrew was a 
primary criterion for choosing the 
school.

When Yahlee attended pre-K in 
Brooklyn, his mother, Mare, heard 
about Harlem Hebrew. She knew 
about The Hebrew Language 

Academy Charter School in Brooklyn, but the commute to 
HHLA was the same and she liked that it was a new school with 
prospects. "That was the best day ever!" said Yahlee when Mare 
picked him up from his first day. 

Mare found a job working at Silvana, a cafe a few blocks from 
school. On days she doesn’t work, she hangs out there until the 
school day ends. Playdates are resolved by having sleepovers 
with Yahlee’s best friend from class, who lives in the Bronx. 

Jaylen, a second-grader in Akko, comes from the Bronx. When 
he started Kindergarten at HHLA, he was living a few blocks 
from the school. Last summer, his family left the borough, but 
switching to another school wasn’t even 
something they considered. "He teaches 
me something new he learned in school 
every day," says his mom, Monique. 
"So I didn't want to take him away from 
a school he is excited to go to in the 
morning. I have great communication 
with the staff, who genuinely care 
about my son’s well being. He isn't just 
another child. The staff really invests in 
knowing the children personally."

Families send their children to Harlem Hebrew for different 
reasons, but high on the list is the school’s commitment to its 
students and families, which makes traveling long distances worth 
the effort.

Noa, Queens

Water color project table

Yahlee, Brooklyn

Jaylen, Bronx

Art by Saya Woolfalk

Black Wall Street, 
Noah Davis
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Bring in Your BoxTops 
Thanks to everyone for their contributions. Since 
the last edition of the ‘Brew, we’ve collected 
another $110 worth of BoxTops. 

New Products: The BoxTops program now accepts 
Annie’s® products (pasta, snacks and more).  
 
Place your BoxTops 

in the envelope outside the 
main office or in your child's red 
folder. For updates, product lists, 
coupons, recipes and more, visit 
the BoxTops website.

Shop to Raise Money for the PO
 Sign up for Amazon Smile and each 

time you shop, 0.5% of your purchase 
will go to Harlem Hebrew. All money 

that the school receives will go to the parent organization.  
 
If you haven't joined the parent organization yet, send in $5 via 
check, money order, or cash in your child’s red folder. Please 
include your name, child’s name, and class number.

Get Your Harlem Hebrew Gear 
Need a Harlem Hebrew t-shirt or 
sweatshirt? Show your school spirit by 
purchasing these items at future parent 
organization functions.  

New this spring: Harlem Hebrew water bottles, also available for 
purchase at PO meetings. 

HEBREW CORNER  IMPRESS YOUR KIDS

Twice a year, Mr. Henry and Mr. Will generously hand over their 
gym/multi-purpose room to the school’s love of reading, and this 
spring is no exception. We are all looking forward to Harlem 
Hebrew’s upcoming Spring Book Fair on March 7, 8, and 9.  
 
Laila Bonner, 
Jennifer Zweibel, and 
I, with the help of 
many others, have 
hosted the book fair 
since the school's 
beginning three 
years ago. Run in 
coordination with 
Scholastic Books, 
the fair lets students 
and teachers change their regular school routine to browse and 
purchase books. Kids thoroughly enjoy shopping independently 
and picking out their own books. We do our best to make it a 
positive and educational experience.

As our school grows, so does our book fair—this spring it 
will last a full three days. Monday, March 7 is a half-day for 
students, followed by parent-teacher conferences. On this day,  
the book fair will be open from 1-6pm to allow time for parents 
to browse and buy. Teachers will post wish lists with age and 
reading level-appropriate books for those interested in donating 
books to the classroom. 

Each book purchased contributes to a pot of Scholastic Dollars for 
Harlem Hebrew. These funds go a long way towards building our 
new school’s classroom book supply since each book fair raises 
thousands of dollars.

There are several ways grown-ups can support the book fair. In 
the days prior to the fair, discuss with your child what types of 
books are good to buy and set a budget for how much to spend. 
In addition to helping with set-up and breakdown, we especially 
need volunteers on the days students visit the fair in order to help 
kids find age-appropriate books that match their interests and are 
within their budget. 

We hope your family is excited to participate and buy books for 
your home. We look forward to seeing you there!

It's spring!

Book fair

What's up?

What did you eat?

Aviv hegia 

Yarid sfarim

Ma nishma? 

Ma achalt/ah?

by Rebecca Weel 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Last night the boy laughed in his dream
Why did the boy laugh in his dream?
Perhaps he dreamed that a big elephant
Sat and played with the child in the sand
Maybe... 

_________________________________________

Ha-laylia ha-yeled tzachak 
ba’chalom
Maduaa ha-yeled tzachak 
ba’chalom
Ulay hu chalam she-ha-pil  
ha-gadol
Yashav ve’sichek im ha’yeled 
ba’chol 
Ulay….

BoxTop Worth 10¢ each
2014-2015 Earnings $123
2015-2016 Goal $1000 
YTD $165

www.facebook.com/HarlemHebrewFamilies 
Join the HHLA Facebook group, a place for Harlem Hebrew 
families to ask questions, share stories, and post pictures. 

thebrew147@gmail.com

Have a comment, story idea, or something about the HHLA 
community to share? Get in touch! 
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book beat HHLA updates

HHLA Parents' Campaign 
Judy Winitzer, David Gedzelman, Abby 
Feder-Kane, Harlem Hebrew Parents’ 
Campaign Co-chairs 
 

The Harlem Hebrew parents’ campaign for 2015/2016 is off to a 
great start with $58,000 raised, as of February 23rd, towards our 
$100,000 goal. We are at a 16% participation rate with 41 out 
of 253 families participating. Last year we raised 60K with 58 out 
of 191 families participating, a 30% participation rate. Giving 
Tuesday on December 1st brought in approximately $23,000. 
Money raised from the parents’ campaign supports Harlem 
Hebrew’s expansion project, a 20,000-square foot addition to 
our building. Every dollar given philanthropically means another 
dollar from the budget that can support education, rather than 
facilities. Please note that giving any amount is important. 100% 
participation demonstrates to major funders that families care 
deeply about the school and have a stake. Donate now

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Sunday, March 6: 2nd Grade
Sunday, March 20: 3rd Grade  
Sunday, April 3: Kindergarten 
Sunday, April 10: 1st Grade

Family Sunday Fun Days, 2-4pm

Grade-wide Sunday Fun Day events are a chance for students 
and families to come together, play, and socialize for an 
afternoon. All events are held in the school's multipurpose room. 

ÅÅÅ y;lWa

Ì~w{l]x;B q;x'c d<l<Y;h ;[WD;mWhy did the boy laugh in his 
dream? (Verse 1)

_________________________________________
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