
Lindsay Malanga comes to 
Harlem Hebrew with the kind of 
experience that charter schools 
crave. For two years, she served as 
the Superintendent of Democracy 
Prep—a network of successful 
K-12 charter schools located in 
Harlem, the Bronx, Camden, NJ, 
and Washington, DC. Before that, 
she was Democracy Prep’s first 
turnaround elementary school 

Principal and Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Schools. 
Other positions she has held include School Director for Bronx 
Charter School for Children, Reading Specialist for a bilingual 
school in East Harlem, and Writing Teacher for Harlem Village 
Academies. Lindsay received her Masters of Education in School 
Leadership from Harvard and undergraduate degree from the 
Steinhardt School of Education at NYU. She is the proud mom of 
Lily and Jake, who attend second grade at an NYC public school. 
 
What drew you to Harlem Hebrew?
The things that drew me to Harlem Hebrew were the mission of 
diversity and commitment to dual language instruction.
 
What’s your leadership style?
People would say my leadership style is warm and firm. I believe 
staff and students rise and fall to expectations set forth by the 
leader.
 
Since arriving at Harlem Hebrew on May 1, how have you 
divided your time?
Since arriving at Harlem Hebrew, I spend 80% of my time 
meeting with kids and families and observing instruction; and I 
spend about 20% of my time completing paper work and email.
 
What’s unique about Harlem Hebrew teachers and staff?
Harlem Hebrew teachers and staff are a true a mix of talents 
and backgrounds, but every staff member is filled with love and 
dedication to the students and mission of Harlem Hebrew.
 
Describe your dreams for Harlem Hebrew.
I dream of shaping this school into a place that creates clarity and 
consistency for students, a knowledge-rich, rigorous education, 
and helps students realize their passions and fullest academic 
potential.
 
Describe a change you would like to make to HHLA classrooms.
I would design a new cohesive aesthetic for classrooms.
 
What places are on your travel bucket list?
One day, I would love to travel to Iceland and Greece.
 
Name two of your favorite books.
Two of my favorite books are Eckhart Tolle’s A New Earth and my 
Osho book of Zen spiritual philosophy, Zen: The Path of Paradox.
 
What do you do when you’re not working?
When I'm not at school, you'll find me hanging out with my kids 
or enjoying NYC in all its forms and facets.
 
What is a helpful mantra that you use?
One of my mantras is “Be excellent at simplicity.”
 
If you weren’t in education, what would you do?
If I didn't work in education, I'd be a lawyer or an actress. 
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Stirring up conversation with Harlem Hebrew families

by Marni Aarlev

The 'brew
ISSUE 3  I  SUMMER 2017

_________________________________________

We are excited that Roads to Success will provide after school 
childcare for Harlem Hebrew families for the next school year. 
RTS aims to promote the academic, social, emotional, and 
professional development of youth by delivering enriching 
academic and recreational programming.  

This will be Harlem Hebrew’s first year with RTS, and the 
organization’s fourth program in upper Manhattan. Other 
schools include PS 180, Teachers College Community School, 
and Manhattan School for Children. 

Harlem Hebrew’s after school program will run Monday through 
Friday, 3:30pm-6:00pm. Each day will include homework help 
and an enrichment activity. The students will be grouped by 
grade, and each group will have two leaders and one instructor. 
Roads to Success will also provide on-site after school care on 
scheduled half days. At another location, they will offer holiday 
camps for winter break, Presidents’ Week, and spring break. 

RTS is a tuition-based program with discounts offered to families 
who qualify for free or reduced lunch. Harlem Hebrew families 
will be able to register for the after school program in August 
when RTS implements their new online registration system. 
As the school year comes to a close, a lot of planning, 
brainstorming, and hard work is going on to make Roads to 
Success a great fit for Harlem Hebrew. Families will be updated 
as details become finalized with this exciting new partnership 
for our school. In the meantime, feel free to contact Lisa Blair, 
Harlem Hebrew’s Community Coordinator, with any questions. 

a year in review 2016-2017 

programming after school
by Marni Aarlev 

_________________________________________

http://www.harlemhebrewcharter.org/
http://roadstosuccess.org
mailto:lblair%40harlemhebrewcharter.org?subject=Roads%20to%20Success%20Inquiry


HEBREW CORNER  IMPRESS YOUR KIDS

Lets face it, Harlem Hebrew families, 
its been a loooooong winter. Kick 
off summer, and check out these free 
activities going on around Harlem:  

Harlem Week Festival, which actually 
takes place for a month, has been a 
neighborhood tradition since 1974 
and is the largest cultural festival in the 
U.S. Events include music and dance 
performances, a film festival, a food 
festival, children's and family events, a 
fashion show, an auto show, and more. 

Events take place from Sunday, July 30th through Saturday, August 
26th. Locations include, but are not limited to, Marcus Garvey 
Park, St. Nicholas Park, and Ulysses S. Grant National Memorial 
Park. Visit www.harlemweek.com for details.

Another fun way to get your family to enjoy the outside is through 
a visit to the Harlem Green Community Garden Expo. Gardeners 
are available to answer questions you or your little ones have, 
and the community gardens host special events like arts and 
crafts, bee-keeping workshops, concerts, art shows, cookouts, 
children's performances, and more. Don't forget your cameras 
on the beautiful walking tours of the gardens in East and West 
Harlem. The expo takes place Saturday, August 12th through 
Saturday, August 19th. For more information, call 212-662-2878.

For some offshore adventure, check out the 
U.S. Baylander, a floating museum located 
at the West Harlem Piers (West 125th St. and 
the Hudson River). The Baylander is a U.S. 
Navy ship that was used to train helicopter 
pilots. The Captain himself gives tours and 
is eager to answer questions. Adults and 
kids will be in awe of the radio room, the 
Captain's quarters, and other novelties. Visit 
Baylander IX-514 on Facebook for info.

by Laraine Dennis

_________________________________________

www.facebook.com/groups/HarlemHebrewFamilies 
Join our Facebook group, a place for Harlem Hebrew families to 
ask questions, share stories, and post pictures. 

thebrew147@gmail.com

Have a comment, story idea, or something about the Harlem 
Hebrew community to share? Get in touch! 

What are your plans for the 
summer?
Ma ha’tochnyot shelcha 
la’kayitz?

Ì�Iy;Q;l �;L,vÆ^>L,v tAYIn>k'T;h h'm

summertime in Harlem kids corner  

Keep Up With Your  
Hebrew This Summer 
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Sign up for free children’s books in Hebrew at PJ Library.  
(https://www.pjlibrary.org/Home)  

Learn Hebrew with Gus on the Go, a fun interactive Hebrew 
teaching app for kids. (https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/gus-on-
the-go-hebrew-for-kids/id54)

Use Duolingo to learn Hebrew for free in just 5 minutes a day. 
(https://www.duolingo.com/course/he/en/Learn-Hebrew-Online)

Have a conversation with Siri in Hebrew by going to your 
iPhone Settings and selecting Hebrew for your Siri language.

  ¸lAd'G:h v,p{x:B ~yIY:x Wf>[;TEnjoy the summer break!
Taasu chaim ba’chofesh hagadol!

Don’t forget to put 
sunscreen on. 
Lo lishkoach limroaach 
krem hagana.

See you at the beginning of 
the school year 
L’hitraot be’tchilat shnat 
halimudim.

_________________________________________

Starting a Student Council
Harlem Hebrew is an excellent community, but 
one thing we have to work on is whole school 
teamwork. A student council would not only 
improve the school, but would teach students 
debating skills, teamwork, and could benefit the 
school in huge ways. A student council could help 

hire teachers for next year. This would be better than when staff 
do it because a student is always going to have a better sense of 
good teachers because they are the ones who will be taught.  If 
there is a parent organization, why can’t 
there be a student organization? If there 
are coffee chats, why can’t there be juice 
chats? Students should be able to share 
their opinions, and their opinions should 
make an impact. We shouldn’t just look at a 
student’s opinion as if it’s a random, unimportant thing someone 
said. We need to use the students' opinions to improve the 
school. If we want a better school, then let’s do what we can to 
get one. A student council is a great way to start!

_________________________________________

Parents Campaign Our annual Raise the Roof Breakfast & Raffle 
last month raised $10,000 towards this year’s Parents Campaign. 
For the 2016-17 school year, we raised $67,000, representing 
a 40% school-wide participation. A big thank you to everyone 
who contributed already! For those who still want to make a gift, 
please donate at www.harlemhebrew.org. Every gift counts!
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Food Vendor Selection for 2017-2018 School Year
It is important that we provide our students with nutritious 
meals that are appetizing to all children, accommodate families 
with dietary restrictions, and balance the cost of a food service 
program. We solicited feedback from families via surveys and 
invited a number to participate in a tasting with prospective 
vendors. Our thanks go out to all who provided feedback 
during this process and guided us in our decision-making. As 
a result, we are excited to announce that we have contracted 
with Regina Caterers, our kosher food vendor from 2013 
through spring 2016. They have expanded their food offerings 
from previous years and are dedicated to working with us to 
ensure that nutritious meals are available to all. We are excited 
to be partnering with them again. More information will be 
forthcoming in the months ahead.

by Dori Aarlev

_________________________________________

Harlem Hebrew Family Picnic
When: Sunday, September 10th, 2017, 12pm-2pm
Where: Great Hill, Central Park
Take the whole family for an afternoon of fun!
Bring frisbees, balls and other outdoor games. 
More details coming mid-summer. 
Contact HHLAPicnic@gmail.com to help out.

_________________________________________
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Outdoor Play Space 
Hebrew Public is in the final stages of gaining the City's approval 
to close a portion of St. Nicholas Avenue to traffic during the 
school day to give children an interim outdoor play space for 
recess. A huge thank you to all who made this happen!

by Anat Levi

http://www.harlemweek.com
https://www.facebook.com/Baylander-IX-514-105079019836144/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HarlemHebrewFamilies/
mailto:thebrew147%40gmail.com?subject=The%20%27brew
https://www.pjlibrary.org/Home
https://www.gusonthego.com/
https://www.duolingo.com/course/he/en/Learn-Hebrew-Online
mailto:HHLAPicnic%40gmail.com?subject=Harlem%20Hebrew%20Picnic%202017

